Subject: RE: bammer
We had it made by a company that someone worked for many years ago. Any welder has the
capability to make it, some thoughts; The height of the existing bammer is great, the closed end
needs to be flat to use as a hammer, I think it weighs 70lbs and this seems to be the right weight,
our bammer has 3 handles - 4 would be better, the handles need to be smooth and not catch on
hands.
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We at AVIS have a few different bridges/boardwalks that we use depending upon the
ground that we are trying to bridge. First I would suggest that you get a ten foot long
piece of 1/2"rebar to probe the ground with to determine if you can drive 4x4 piles into
the ground; if it is rocky or hard ground, you may not be able to bam the posts into the
ground. And, the probing will tell you how long of a 4x4 to use.
If you can push the rebar into the ground at least two feet then you can bam pointed
4x4's into the muck - we have used 16' footers pounded down 14' into one deep marsh! If
you can't easily push the rebar into the ground then I'd suggest a different approach.
Always use pressure treated lumber and I'd suggest that the lumber yard precut the
lumber to length rather than you cutting it at the job site. It's a nominal fee to cut it to
length and saves you a lot of time.
You bam the 4x4's into the ground and when you get the 4x4 close to the ground, you turn
the bammer over and use it like a hammer to push the 4x4 down. There is always two to
four feet of extra 4x4 that sticks up that you cut off later. Also, the 4x4's don't bam
into the ground perfectly straight but you will figure out how to make it work out. Try to
design the boardwalk so that the superstructure of 4x4's and cross planking is hidden
under the 2x6 planking treads and the final product will look good to the eye.
Plan the boardwalk to be level from end to end and more importantly, level side to side,
otherwise when there is a coating of frozen ice on the boardwalk in the winter, people will
not be able to safely use it.
Mr. Dargie
(Andover Village Improvement Society)

