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December 19, 2023 
 
Reading Conservation Commission 
Attention: Charles Tirone 
52 Louanis Drive 
Reading, MA 01867 
 
RE:  Request for Certificate of Compliance (“RCOC”)  

52 Louanis Drive, Reading, MA 01867 
MassDEP File No. 270-0765 
 

Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
This letter is written in support of the attached Request for a complete Certificate of Compliance 
(“COC”) on behalf of Susan Schellenbach, (Applicant). Hancock Associates hereby certifies that the 
property is in substantial compliance with the open Order of Conditions (“OOC”) associated with 
MassDEP File No. 270-0765. The original OOC was approved for the construction of an in-ground pool, 
putting green, pool shed, deck replacement/expansion and landscaping within the 100-ft buffer zone to 
jurisdictional wetland resource areas on the subject property. This OOC was issued on March 2, 2023, 
and recorded in Middlesex South registry of deeds as (Book 78273, Page 439). 
 
The Reading Conservation Commission approved ±1,900 square feet (“sf”) of native restoration 
plantings. The approved native restoration plantings include sixteen (16) trees and thirty-two (32) 
shrubs within a 25-ft zone of Natural Vegetation and that area be monumented by three (3) permanent 
visible stone bounds. The area was to be seeded with a 1:1 ratio of New England erosion 
control/restoration mix and New England conservation/wildlife mix. 
 
Hancock Associates wetland staff scientists conducted two (2) Site visits to review the 25-ft Zone of 
Natural Vegetation area. Once after installation of the approved plantings on July 21, 2023. During that 
Site visit it was noted that some of the herbaceous and shrub species were being eaten by select deer 
and rabbits. It was recommended to maintain the area to the most practicable extent as possible and 
use natural methods such as, spreading cayote urine into the area, which the applicant and current 
homeowners did on two (2) separate occasions to deter the animals from eating the plants. On 
November 28, 2023, a Hancock wetland staff scientist conducted another Site visit and noted that all 
erosion controls were stable, monuments were installed as approved, but the growth conditions of the 
regraded and planted areas were not robust. There was also a significant amount of leaf cover, so 
dominant herbaceous vegetation was not noted. This may be due to the ongoing issue of deer and 
rabbit grazing on the naturalized area, die back or observation of dormancy due to seasonal conditions.  
 
 
 
 



 

Recommendations: 
 

1. Hancock Associates recommends that the Reading Conservation Commission visit the Site in the 
Spring of 2024, when robust growth of all planted and seeded areas can be observed and issue a 
complete COC for all work associated with the approved Project.  

 
Conclusion 
 
Hancock Associates prepared the attached as-built plan showing existing conditions as Attachment F, 
which demonstrates the structures of the Project, and the landscaped areas were completed in 
sufficient compliance with the approved plan.  
 
To schedule a site visit at the convenience of the commission please contact Devon Morse at Hancock 
Associates at 978-777-3050, ext. 732. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew T. Connors, PE 
Regional Engineering Manager 
 
Attachments: 
 
A – WPA 8 Form 
B – Order of Conditions  
C – Filing Fee  
D – Site Photographs 
E – Receipt of Plantings  
F – Sheets C1 prepared by Hancock Associates dated January 10, 2023, and revised on February 14, 2023 
G – As-Built Plan prepared by Hancock Associates dated November 29, 2023, and stamped by Matthew 
Connors on December 19, 2023 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

DEP File Number: 

270-0765 
Provided by DEP 

A. Project Information
Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab 
key to move 
your cursor - 
do not use the 
return key. 

1. This request is being made by:

Susan Schellenbach
Name  
52 Louanis Drive 
Mailing Address 
Reading 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

01867 
Zip Code 

781-910-1202 
Phone Number 

2. This request is in reference to work regulated by a final Order of Conditions issued to:

Susan Schellenbach
Applicant 
03/02/2023 
Dated 

270-0765 
DEP File Number 

Upon completion 
of the work 
authorized in  
an Order of 
Conditions, the 
property owner 
must request a 
Certificate of 
Compliance  
from the issuing 
authority stating 
that the work or 
portion of the 
work has been 
satisfactorily 
completed. 

3. The project site is located at:

52 Louanis Drive
Street Address 

Reading 
City/Town  

Map 6 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

Lot 163 
Parcel/Lot Number 

4. The final Order of Conditions was recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

Property Owner (if different) 
Middlesex South 
County 

81333 
Book 

223 
Page 

Certificate (if registered land) 

5. This request is for certification that (check one):

the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions has been satisfactorily completed. 

the following portions of the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions have 
been satisfactorily completed (use additional paper if necessary). 

 the above-referenced Order of Conditions has lapsed and is therefore no longer valid, and the 
work regulated by it was never started. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

DEP File Number: 

270-0765 
Provided by DEP 

A. Project Information (cont.) 

6. Did the Order of Conditions for this project, or the portion of the project subject to this request, contain 
an approval of any plans stamped by a registered professional engineer, architect, landscape
architect, or land surveyor?

Yes  If yes, attach a written statement by such a professional certifying substantial 
compliance with the plans and describing what deviation, if any, exists from the plans 
approved in the Order. 

No 

B. Submittal Requirements 
Requests for Certificates of Compliance should be directed to the issuing authority that issued the final 
Order of Conditions (OOC). If the project received an OOC from the Conservation Commission, submit 
this request to that Commission. If the project was issued a Superseding Order of Conditions or was the 
subject of an Adjudicatory Hearing Final Decision, submit this request to the appropriate DEP Regional 
Office (see http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-office-
for-your-city-or-town.html). 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-office-for-your-city-or-town.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-office-for-your-city-or-town.html
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Photo #1: General view of wetland parameter located at the back of the property. Photo 
taken on November 2, 2022, by Hancock Associates wetland scientist.

Photo #2: General view of wetland parameter located at the back of the property. Photo 
taken on November 2, 2022, by Hancock Associates wetland scientist.
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Photo #3: General view of wooded edge of the property. Photo taken on 
November 2, 2022, by Hancock Associates wetland scientist.

Photo #4: General view of back of house pre-construction. Photo taken on 
November 18, 2022, by Hancock Associates field crew.
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Photo #5: General view of backyard pre-construction. Photo taken on November 
18, 2022, by Hancock Associates field crew.

Photo #6: General view of backyard pre-construction. Photo taken on November 
18, 2022, by Hancock Associates field crew.
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Photo #7: General view of fence installation during construction. Photo taken by 
landscape field crew.

Photo #8: General view of plant installation during construction showing trees 
and proper erosion control measures. Photo taken by landscape field crew.
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Photo #9: General view of tree and shrub plantings. Photo taken by landscape 
field crew.

Photo #10: General view of tree and shrub plantings with filter sock in place. 
Photo taken by landscape field crew.
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Photo #11: General view within new fence post-construction. Photo taken 
on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff scientist.

Photo #12: General view within new fence post-construction. Photo taken 
on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff scientist.
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Photo #13: General view outside of newly constructed fence post-
construction. Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff 

scientist.

Photo #14: General view of restoration area containing red maple trees. 
Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff scientist.
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Photo #15: Photo of monumentation on edge of Zone of Natural Vegetation. 
Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff scientist.

Photo #16: Photo of monumentation on edge of Zone of Natural Vegetation. 
Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock Associates staff scientist.
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Photo #17: General view beyond fence with restoration area and erosion 
control post construction. Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock 

Associates staff scientist.

Photo #18: General view beyond fence with restoration area and erosion 
control post construction. Photo taken on November 28, 2023, by Hancock 

Associates staff scientist.
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Attachment F Approved Site Plan 
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